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(Holds her hands out in front of her stomach; does a 
mock-waddl.e.) 

And I was gonna be the flower-girl? - In this blue dress 
from hell? I was two seconds away from bailin' on the 
whole thing. Now I guess I don't have to. She wanted 
me to take Dennis' name. I was thinkin ' of takin' my 
real dad's name, just to piss her off. God, she hates 
him. She says, "Oh now he comes around, now!' What's 
the difference? I don't miss him - I never knew him. 
He ditched her and joined the Army when she was 
gonna have m e. I don't blame him. I mighta done 
it. I see him once in a while. I have to sneak out but 
no problem. When Dennis was around, she was clue
less and now she spends all her time in her bedroom. 
My real dad - Jack - he's a captain now. I don't think 
he's a hero or anything, but he looks pretty cool in his 
uniform. I got no problem with him - he's just a cool 
guy, no big thing. Then I met his girlfriend. She's like 
five years older than me. Why don't these people love 
people their own age? I don't date 12-year olds. Dennis 
was 28. Marie said he could biologically be my dad. Yeah 
right, if he was horny when he was 11. So Jack's been in 
some pretty mellow places so far - you know, Germany, 
Alaska. Now, I don't know, it might get a little weird in 
Afghanistan. So I'm gonna try not gettin' too attached. 
That's my thing with guys anyway. Never had a boy
friend for more than a day. Marie's different. She can't 
live without 'em. I feel sorry for her sometimes. She 
can't help the way she is. I hear her crying at night. 

(Beat.) 

The whole thing's pretty weird, I admit it. The other 
day I'm in the cafeteria and this girl Lindsay comes up 
to me and she goes, "What'reya still bummed out for? 
He wasn't your real dad or anything." 

(Shrugs.) 

I beat the crap out of her. 

(FADE TO BI.ACK) 
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5. OKLAHOMA 

(JED, young burly guy, and the DOCTOR.) 

JED. I came here from Oklahoma two days afterwards. You 
guys helped us, so .. . I'm an iron worker. Lot of stuff 
to be cleared, dismantled. Not enough people, not 
enough hours in the day ... But I met this girl. A cop. 
New York cop uniforms, they're not the most flattering, 
y'know. Didn't stop her though ... First thing I noticed 
was this little braid in the back of her hair. There ~s 
a lot to do but you gotta get some breaks. New York 
guys, they get drunk just like Okie guys - one beer at 
a time. We all went out in groups first. They gave me a 
hard time, y'know, hick, dumb Okie. Then when they 
saw me look.in' at her and dancin' with her in this bar, 
they really turned it up. Romeo and Juliet - Farmer 
and the City Gal - She just saw the things that were the 
same about us. That's why I - No, it's cause she was so 
damn great, that's why. 
First time we went out alone we went to this little park 
out in Queens. First time I kissed her was under that 
big globe out there where they had the World's Fair 
back in whenever. First time I told her I loved her was 
on the subway. I knew way before that, but that's when 
I told her. She told me a coupla stops later. 

(Littl.e pause.) 

DOCTOR. (Gently.) So what's the problem? 

JED. No problem. Coupla guys on the force said you were 
good to talk to. · 

DOCTOR. What d'you want to talk about? 

JED. I don't know ... Havin' a good time when everybody 
else is ... 

DOCTOR. You can't pick and choose whe~ you fall in love -

JED. I'm livin' in a dream world. Get me out of it. 

DOCTOR. Why? 

JED. Cause I got a wake-up call yesterday. From Mr. and 
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