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12. BABYSITTER 

(The DOCTOR and a GIRL, 12 years old.) 

DOCTOR. Do you know why you're here? 

GIRL. (Weary and sullen.) I guess so. Missin' school. Not 
eating. I know. 

DOCTOR. Why do you think it's happening? 

GIRL. I don't know. 

DOCTOR. You know when it started? 

GIRL.No. 

DOCTOR. I think I do. 

GIRL. I know. So do I. 

DOCTOR. After that day a lot of people started feeling bad. 
For a lot of different reasons. Do you know anybody 
who does? 

GIRL. People at school. Friends of my parents. 

DOCTOR. Do you have a best friend? 

GIRL.Yeah. 

DOCTOR. Who? 

GIRL. Lily. 

DOCTOR. Is she okay? 

GIRL. I guess so. My mom's hairdresser had a brother that 
died. She's really sad. 

DOCTOR. What about Lily - ? 

GIRL. (Interrupting.) A girl I used to babysit for - Her uncle -

DOCTOR. Used to? 

GIRL I quiL 
DOCTOR. Why? 

GIRL. Didn't want to do it any more. 
DOCTOR. Did you get a better job, or. .. ? 

GIRL I don't think kids should be around me. 

DOCTOR. What'd be so bad about that? 

GIRL. (Clams up.)Just would be. 

DOCTOR. Okay. So ... what happened to Lily? 

GIRL. Her dad died. He didn't come back. 
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DOCTOR How does she feel? 

GIRL How do you think?! 

DOCTOR How do you feel? 

GIRL. I feel bad. She's my friend. 
DOCTOR How bad? 

GIRL. What d'you mean? 
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DOCTOR. Well, people fee l bad in all kinds of different 
ways. 

GIRL. I feel - not bad enough - Don't ask me things -

DOCTOR. I want to ask you things. How can you not feel 
bad enough? 

GIRL. None of your business! 

DOCTOR (Quiet but finn.) It is my business. 

GIRL. Every time l think about her I think about my own 
dad, okay?! Like what if it happened to him! I don't 
really think about her! I only think about me! - and 
mydad!-

DOCTOR That's perfectly -

GIRL Don't you get it?! I'm a horrible person! I only think 
of myself - I'm awful! - I'm selfish! -

DOCTOR. No ... No ... Nothing we feel is horrible. We all 
have all kinds of feelings. It's only horrible and selfish 
when we say things out loud and hurt people. Lily has 
those feelings too. Everybody does. It's not just you. 

GIRL. Yeah? 

DOCTOR Yeah. 

GIRL. You sure? 

(DOCTOR nods.) 

How do you know? 

DOCTOR. (Shrugs and gestures like, ''Isn't it obvious?") Please. 
GIRL. I'm sorry. 

DOCTOR. What for? 

(The DOCTOR reaches out to pat the GIRL 's hand - the 
GIRL takes the DOCTOR s hand and holds it. 

FADE TO BLACK) 
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